
PEN USA FREEDOM TO WRITE AWARD

The PEN/Barbey Freedom to Write Award is a powerful tool in PEN America's year-round efforts to end the persecution
of writers and defend free expression.

She's A Competitive Scrabble Player This doesn't really have any bearing on the award, it's just really cool.
New York Times. Rowling , and Margaret Atwood. PEN has long highlighted the Freedom to Write Award as
a way of turning advocacy into concrete action, noting that 37 of the 43 previous winners have since been
freed, at least in part because of the attention raised by the prize. It is humbling to be considered worthy of
such an award. Even short mini-essays on Tumblr as she cooks and contemplates her life, she's always a treat.
I am thrilled and honored. I will continue to be terrified yet brave because these are not incompatible
emotions. I write this way because I am, by luck of birth, afforded the freedom of expression as an inalienable
right. I see this world as it is but I refuse to accept this world as it is. I try not to take the freedom of writing
for granted. I am terrified but I write anyway. Retrieved April 1,  Abdulaziz is a journalist and blogger who
has written for years about human rights violations. Winners[ edit ] â€” Sibel Edmonds â€” a translator who
was fired from her job at the FBI after complaining of intelligence failures and poor performance in her unit.
Representation Matters It's sad but true that even today awards and honors tend to be awarded
disproportionately often to straight, white men. The award was established in and is given to writers
imprisoned for their work, with previous recipients coming from Ukraine, Egypt and Ethiopia among other
countries. European Council of Literary Translators' Associations. Image: Frederick M. There is often a lot of
muddled talk about this freedom because far too many people do not realize that the freedom of expression
does not exist in a vacuum. Retrieved April 19,  Yet Gay manages to be that person. I refuse to accept that
inequality or violence and suffering are things we must accept as facts of life as if we do not dare to want for
better, for more. Al-Hathloul is a prominent opponent of the driving ban, lifted shortly after her arrest last
year, and was arrested in and detained for 73 days. On Wednesday, al-Hathloul and al-Nafjan were among
those at a closed-door hearing in Riyadh, according to Amnesty International. The Continuum Encyclopedia
of American Literature. Check out her full speech below. During a recent telephone interview with The
Associated Press, he recalled how prison authorities tried to keep him from learning about his award.
Reporters were not allowed in. It was meant to given to a U. I thank my parents for instilling in me the
confidence to believe my ideas matter. Patricia Lightweis fought targeted obscenity charges brought against
her for books and magazines carried at her store in South Carolina. With such a powerful right comes a
powerful responsibility to express ourselves carefully, thoughtfully, and to consider the reach and
repercussions of what we say and do in the name of freedom. We have this freedom to write, to speak, to
express ourselves as we choose, but we are never free from consequences. Campus Free Speech[ edit ] PEN
America has a focus on issues surrounding free speech at colleges and universities and seeks to raise
awareness of the First Amendment and foster constructive dialogue that upholds the free speech rights of all
on campus. Archived from the original on April 7,  April 18,  Sometimes I fall short but always, I try to live
up to this responsibility. He later learned from a guard that the paper had been banned because there was news
about him in it. I allow myself to believe my life experiences have relevance. In my writing, there is no room
for complacency.


