
DRAMATIC IRONY AND THE USE OF LIGHT AND DARKNESS IN

SOPHOCLES OEDIPUS

Question 1* Dramatic irony plays a large part in the artistry of Sophocles' Oedipus , creating a special dramatic tension.
For example, when Oedipus says: And for.

We'll take a look right away. The focus on fate reveals another aspect of a tragedy as outlined by Aristotle:
dramatic irony. The Oedipus Trilogy was originally written by Sophocles and is meant to be told in a
story-telling fashion. The curse is painfully ironic: I pray to God - I pray that that man's life be consumed in
evil and wretchedness. Check out our Privacy and Content Sharing policies for more information. In
Sophocles' "Oedipus Rex", fate truly is a huge factor Oedipus vs. You cannot escape fate, no matter what you
do. Also he still keeps the reflection of the Greek culture of the play too. Sophoclean Irony can be divided into
two terms: unconscious and conscious irony. Finally, Oedipus goes through a discovery process ending when
he discovers his tragic resolution. Indeed, the tragic irony of Oedipus terrifies everyone who really thinks it
over. Literary Terms Dramatic Irony in Oedipus Rex Dramatic Irony involves a situation in a play in which
the character is ignorant of the reality which audience shares with the dramatist, and which the character will
find out later. Each time a character tries to avert the future predicted by the oracles, the audience knows their
attempt is futile, creating the sense of irony that permeates the play. Greeks knew and loved the story of
Oedipus from childhood, just as children today cherish the story of Cinderella. The health in Thebes only
occurs at the end of the play when the plague has disappeared and after Oedipus blinds himself. It can also be
defined as the outcome or end of some sort. The health in Thebes only occurs at the end of the play when the
plague has disappeared and after Oedipus blinds himself. In an attempt to comfort Oedipus, Jocasta tells him
that oracles are powerless; yet at the beginning of the very next scene we see her praying to the same gods
whose powers she has just mocked  Dramatic irony means that facts or events, which are not known to the
characters on stage or in a fictional work, are known to the audience or reader. Oedipus was taken as an infant,
left to die, but was rescued by a shepard and his wife. Sophocles made use of a story that was well known for
the Greek audience in the 4th century BC. Fate influences the entire plot, thereby allowing for some
interesting developments that may be unpredictable to the audience. The irony is found when the reader knows
that Oedipus is really the "sick" one. His pride, blindness, and foolishness all play a part in the tragedy that
befalls him. Ironically, his curse falls upon himself, and his quest ends in the tragic realization of his failure to
overcome fate. Ironically, it is Oedipus's rejection of the 4 oracles that uncovers their power; he relentlessly
pursues truth instead of trusting in the gods, and his detective work finally reveals the fruition of the oracles'
words. Oedipus the King. Ironically, he has run madly into the very ditch which he has been running so madly
to avoid throughout his life.


