
ANCIENT ROME GLADIATORIAL GAMES

Roman gladiator games were an opportunity for Emperors and rich aristocrats to display their wealth to the populace, to
commemorate military.

His adversary could then decide to be lenient, although, as there was a significant risk of meeting again in the
arena, it was considered good professional practice to kill your opponent. Types of Gladiators: There were
many categories of gladiators , who were distinguished by the kind of armor they wore, the weapons they
used, and their style of fighting. Successful training required intense commitment. He also competed in a few
gladiator fights, though usually against inexperienced fighters or even terrified and poorly armed members of
the audience. Faced with runaway re-enlistment fees for skilled auctorati, Marcus Aurelius set their upper limit
at 12, sesterces. This relief sculpture from the 2nd century C. By the end of this period, Rome controlled the
whole of the Mediterranean basin and much of north-western Europe. Sport and Spectacle in the Ancient
World. A DAY AT THE ARENA: Gladiatorial games began with an elaborate procession that included the
combatants and was led by the sponsor of the games, the editor; in Rome during the imperial period, this
usually was the emperor, and in the provinces it was a high-ranking magistrate. Roman games included great
sporting battles. In the late Republican era, a fear of similar uprisings, the usefulness of gladiator schools in
creating private armies, and the exploitation of munera for political gain led to increased restrictions on
gladiator school ownership, siting and organisation. As public, elected officials got involved they became a
tool to win popularity, growing in size and magnificence. He also wore a padded arm-protector and one greave
on his left leg; he carried a large rectangular shield and stabbing sword. These would be followed by animal
displays, sometimes featuring trained animals that performed tricks, but more often staged as hunts venationes
in which increasingly exotic animals were pitted against each other or hunted and killed by bestiarii click here
for more information about venationes. The fictional accounts of the gladiators do in fact show a lot of truthful
elements of the games, but often mix different events from various periods of Roman history. Listen Now
Festivals of death Like so many apparent Roman innovations, gladiator combats were a borrowed
entertainment. For example, soldiers who deserted from the army were killed in this way. There were,
however, many rituals in the arena. The front seats were reserved for senators, magistrates and other important
officials. The games also took place more often and by AD about days a year were devoted to the games. After
the defeat of Carthage in BC, Rome embarked on two centuries of almost continuous imperial expansion. He
separated the soldiery from the people. Emperor Augustus ruled 27 BC â€” 14 AD is thought to have been the
first to publicly loose wild beasts on the condemned. To encourage the animals to fight, they were starved for
several days before the contest.


