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Essentially Democratic. Political Consequences of the Social State of the Anglo- Americans Prerogatives of the Federal
Government. Federal Powers Let us look more closely at Tocqueville's reason for fearing tyranny especially in the new
Hereth, Michael. Alexis de Tocqueville: Threats to Freedom in Democracy.

In the present age they are in rapid decay, because their religion is departing, and despotism only remains. It
also acts as the great executive council of the nation; the treaties which are concluded by the President must be
ratified by the Senate, and the appointments he may make must be definitely approved by the same body. The
legislators of the Union acknowledged that the executive power would be incompetent to fulfil its task with
dignity and utility, unless it enjoyed a greater degree of stability and of strength than had been granted to it in
the separate States. I discovered a certain number of differences from one edition to another: corrections by
the author, modifications of punctuation, omissions, etc. The action of authority is indeed thus rendered less
irresistible and less perilous, but it is not totally suppressed. But these are the natural disadvantages of my
subject, and more especially of the point which I am about to discuss. Inequality and wretchedness were then
to be found in society; but the souls of neither rank of men were degraded. The principle of re-eligibility
renders the corrupt influence of elective government still more extensive and pernicious. The chief cause of
the superiority of the Federal Constitution lay in the character of the legislators who composed it. The Federal
judges must not only be good citizens, and men possessed of that information and integrity which are
indispensable to magistrates, but they must be statesmen â€” politicians, not unread in the signs of the times,
not afraid to brave the obstacles which can be subdued, nor slow to turn aside such encroaching elements as
may threaten the supremacy of the Union and the obedience which is due to the laws. In the States the
executive power is vested in the hands of a magistrate, who is apparently placed upon a level with the
Legislature, but who is in reality nothing more than the blind agent and the passive instrument of its decisions.
I then incorporated the fragments that I chose into the known text. Thus, if the selectmen omit to fulfil the
legal formalities usual at town elections, they may be condemned to pay a fine; [07y] but when the public
officer performs his duty without ability, and when he obeys the letter of the law without zeal or energy, he is
at least beyond the reach of judicial interference. It would be ridiculous to compare the American was to the
wars of the French Revolution, or the efforts of the Americans to those of the French when they were attacked
by the whole of Europe, without credit and without allies, yet capable of opposing a twentieth part of their
population to the world, and of bearing the torch of revolution beyond their frontiers whilst they stifled its
devouring flame within the bosom of their country. In this state of things the voluntary association of the
citizens might supply the individual exertions of the nobles, and the community would be alike protected from
anarchy and from oppression. The space which lies between these two chains of mountains contains 1,, square
miles. The Americans have a federal and the French a national Government. When a people met in arms on
some public spot to choose its head, it was exposed to all the chances of civil war resulting from so martial a
mode of proceeding, besides the dangers of the elective system in itself. I have already premised that, after
having examined the constitution of the township and the county of New England in detail, I should take a
general view of the remainder of the Union. But I deny that such is the case when the people is as enlightened,
as awake to its interests, and as accustomed to reflect on them, as the Americans are. Among these elements
were the large number of independent associations, the press and the courts. Granting for an instant that the
villages and counties of the United States would be more usefully governed by a remote authority which they
had never seen than by functionaries taken from the midst of them â€” admitting, for the sake of argument,
that the country would be more secure, and the resources of society better employed, if the whole
administration centred in a single arm â€” still the political advantages which the Americans derive from their
system would induce me to prefer it to the contrary plan. It has there been allowed to spread in perfect
freedom, and to put forth its consequences in the laws by influencing the manners of the country. Its sole
object is to enforce the execution of the laws of the Union; and the Union only regulates the relations of the
Government with the citizens, and of the nation with Foreign Powers: the relations of citizens amongst
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themselves are almost exclusively regulated by the sovereignty of the States. Nay, more; not only is each State
foreign to the Union at large, but it is in perpetual opposition to the common interests, since whatever
authority the Union loses turns to the advantage of the States. They increased the length of the time for which
the representatives were returned, in order to give them freer scope for the exercise of their own judgment.
The following night, one of the Hurons having dreamt that they were pursued, the retreat was changed to a real
flight, and the savages never stopped until they were out of the reach of danger. Little by little, the collection
grew, augmented over the years by new acquisitions and bequests. However worthy of confidence may be the
narrative of Major Long, it must be remembered that he only passed through the country of which he speaks,
without deviating widely from the line which he had traced out for his journey. The slightest change in the
structure of the globe would cause their waters to rush either towards the Pole or to the tropical sea. Public
assemblies which have the power of depriving an officer of state of his salary encroach upon his
independence; and as they are free to make the laws, it is to be feared lest they should gradually appropriate to
themselves a portion of that authority which the Constitution had vested in his hands. De Tocqueville spent the
next eight years writing two volumes on his observations. Limits Of The Township The township of New
England is a division which stands between the commune and the canton of France, and which corresponds in
general to the English tithing, or town. Moreover, he obtained the authorization to have the manuscripts that
concerned America copied. Let us recollect the situation of France seven hundred years ago, when the territory
was divided amongst a small number of families, who were the owners of the soil and the rulers of the
inhabitants; the right of governing descended with the family inheritance from generation to generation; force
was the only means by which man could act on man, and landed property was the sole source of power. The
great end of justice is to substitute the notion of right for that of violence, and to place a legal barrier between
the power of the government and the use of physical force.


