
HUMAN RIGHTS A WESTERN PHENOMENON

Postcolonial critics argue that universal human rights are expressive of in the past had conceptions of human rights and
that nonâ€•Western traditions as well.

Whilst some may argue that Western civilization does not have the moral right to establish its values and
rights into a universal standards, by which all others must abide Milne , 4. Whilst providing for cultural
variation within large international human rights treaties and conventions, human rights are ultimately a
construct embedded within Western culture. Lastly, female circumcision will be used to demonstrate the
complexities of individual rights, as established in human rights, and collective rights, as established in many
traditional cultures. The term female circumcision is the collective name given to several different traditional
practices, all of which include cutting of the female genitals Rahman and Toubia , 3 for religious or other
non-therapeutic reasons Fineschi and Turillazzi ,  They are Jawad , 5; An-Naim , 75 , but the conditions
imposed on women and the means of punishment against offenders for a range of crimes under Sharia law are
not compatible with modern human rights Kobila , Some of these nations have now developed legislation
banning the act of female circumcision, such as in Germany where the act is also ground for asylum Boyle , 8.
The Guardian, London, viewed on 17 May  University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia. Beitz, C. Among
these states were, African, Asian, and Latin American countries. Human Rights Quarterly 7 4. Eerdmans
Publishing, Amsterdam. New York. Coicaud, M. While Western intellectuals and institutions have helped to
shape modern human rights politics, they have not been alone in this endeavor. London Jawad, H. Profound
cultural differences between non-Western cultures and the Western human rights often revolve around the role
of the individual within community, a difference well demonstrated through the example of female
circumcision. As such, some states do not support human rights law on the grounds that it suppresses and
damages their own, non-Western culture Afshari , 3. The foundational value of the rights of the individual,
pivotal to modern human rights, is also traceable to the Enlightenment Howard ,  Ground Human Rights in a
Pluralist World. Joas is skeptical. By the s, when the UN Human Rights Covenants of were finalized, the
socialist bloc was well ahead of many Western nations in signing on to the treaties. It is also considered to be a
breach of human rights Rahman and Toubia , 3 , violating three pivotal protections: the rights of the child, the
right to health and the integrity of the body CRLP ,  Indeed, many non-Western philosophies and religions
retain a strong community focus, with an emphasis on duties arising from strong social responsibilities,
instead of inherent rights, none of which were part of the early development of modern human rights Douzinas
 Hasson, K. Springer, New York. Baehr, L. Jensen and H. Furthermore, Article 6 b encapsulates the rights of
women within the contexts of family and religion, providing women with only their collective right Baderni ,
60 and failing to provide them with inherent, inalienable rights. In Defence of Human rights: A non-religious
grounding in a pluralistic world. As such some Western analysts have argued that Sharia law fails to provide
basic provisions for human rights, citing these sever punishments as example, have argued that Sharia law and
the values of human rights are not compatible Baderin ,  Today the dominant conception of human rights is
closely linked to individualism, liberal democracy and market capitalism, but there remain competing visions.
Donnelly, J. How did socialist states react to the declaration of Human Rights in ? Cultural traditions which do
not award the equal protection of all of the cultures participants are not cultural traditions which should be
protected. Morsnik, J. Indeed, the secular, individualistic and rationalist components of human rights,
attributable to Western cultural influences Zion , ; Pettman , , are not universal in the great diversity of
cultures, and as such these qualities have the potential to isolate and disengage cultures that are not
individualistic, secular or rationalist. Furthermore, human rights are awarded to all regardless of whether or
not they fulfill their community obligations Howard , 1. One such theory, modern human rights, is the
continuation of a long philosophical and ideological tradition, evolving over time from the Enlightenment Falk
,  Goonaskera, C. Eerdmans Publishing, Michigan.


