
CRITICAL RESPONSE CRUCIBLE ARTHUR MILLER

From its ominous opening, to its dad ending, â€œThe Crucibleâ€• by Arthur Miller is a play driven by fear and desire,
mirroring the McCarthy trials of the Communist.

Ann Putnam A rich and well-connected member of Salem's elite. Believing witches to be responsible, she
eagerly sides with Abigail. John becomes greatly angered, tearing the arrest warrant to shreds and threatening
Herrick and Cheever with a musket until Elizabeth calms him down and surrenders herself. Cheever picks up
the poppet on Elizabeth's table and finds a needle inside. A posse led by clerk Ezekiel Cheever and town
marshal George Herrick arrive soon afterwards and present a warrant for Elizabeth's arrest, much to Hale's
surprise. In Arthur Miller's "The Crucible", a story of that kind of odd behavior is told about the now infamous
Salem witch In he had remarried, to Dorothy Noyes, in Sudbury. What makes you cringe? John brings Mary
into the room to tell the truth; Mary asserts that she made the doll and stuck the needle into it, and that Abigail
saw her do so. Danforth replies that given the "invisible nature" of witchcraft, the word of the accused and
their advocates cannot be trusted. First, directors stage the play according to their own styles, using various
props and costumes while suggesting numerous interpretations of characters. Betty then faints back into
unconsciousness. John and Elizabeth are incredulous that nearly forty people have been arrested for witchcraft
based on the pronouncements of Abigail and the other girls. The narrator tells the reader that the real Putnam
accused a large number of people during the trials, often as a method of retaliation or personal gain. At
Elizabeth's urging, John tells Hale he knows that the girl's afflictions are fake. This allows our team to focus
on improving the library and adding new essays. As they press him further John eventually signs, but refuses
to hand the paper over, stating he does not want his family and especially his three sons to be stigmatized by
the public confession. Herrick also attests to John's truthfulness as well. Parris is unhappy with his salary and
living conditions as minister, and accuses Proctor of heading a conspiracy to oust him from the church. New
York: Penguin Plays,  The two finally reconcile, with Elizabeth forgiving John and saddened by the thought
that he cannot forgive himself and see his own goodness. When Abigail cannot easily win john back, and faces
punishment for her actions in the woods, she turns the towns fear of witchcraft and the girls hysteria into her
own device for revenge, at any cost. He then orders that all ninety-one persons named in the deposition be
arrested for questioning. Abigail denies they were engaged in witchcraft, claiming that they had been dancing.
They're not intended to be submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time removing every error. As a
result, the reader internalizes the information and responds to the characters and their actions based upon it. He
questions the girls' apparent ringleader, his niece Abigail Williams , whom Parris has been forced to adopt
after her parents were brutally killed in King Philip's War. Knowing in his heart that it is the wrong thing for
him to do, John agrees to falsely confess to engaging in witchcraft, deciding that he has no desire or right to be
a martyr. Discuss the real evil in Salem, who contributed to it and their motives who do you blame the most?
If the actor knows the passage that states that Putnam was "a deeply embittered man" who attempted to
challenged his father's will because his father left the largest portion of money to his stepbrother, then the
actor can internalize this quality of Putnam. Parris' house. His ten-year-old daughter, Betty Parris , lies
motionless. How to cite this page Choose cite format:. The explicative passages allow directors and actors to
focus on character motivation, providing them a better understanding of the characters and the historical
period. John is reluctant, fearing that doing so will require him to publicly reveal his past adultery. To amplify
the situation, a group of girls are questioned by ministers for performing witch-like rituals in the forest. When
Danforth tells the increasingly distraught Mary that he will sentence her to hang, she joins with the other girls
and recants all her allegations against them, claiming John Proctor forced her to turn her against the others and
that he harbors the devil. Danforth refuses, stating that pardons or postponement would cast doubt on the
veracity of previous confessions and hangings. And nope, we don't source our examples from our editing
service! Who wrote this essay? The essays in our library are intended to serve as content examples to inspire
you as you write your own essay. Abigail coerces and threatens the others to "stick to their story" of merely
dancing in the woods. He mentions that Rebecca Nurse was also named, but admits that he doubts her a witch
due to her extreme piousness, though he emphasizes that anything is possible. The village has become
dysfunctional with so many people in prison or dead, and with the arrival of news of rebellion against the
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courts in nearby Andover , whispers abound of an uprising in Salem. Abigail angrily mocks John for denying
his true feelings for her.


