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If you can look into the seeds of time, And say which grain will grow and which will not, Speak then to me,
who neither beg nor fear Your favours nor your hate. You are on page 1of 2 Search inside document
Shakespeares treatment of the supernatural element in Macbeth The witches in Macbeth are more symbolic
than supernatural The employment of the supernatural device to arouse the sense of mystery and horror on the
stage was very common in the Elizabethan age. The two titles tell the story of a greatly respected warrior and
his wife and their eventual downfall after pursuing a higher position of power. William Shakespeare is a writer
during this period, and he is also the author of The Tragedy of Macbeth. Shakespeare W. This is the very
painting of your fear: This is the air-drawn dagger which, you said, Led you to Duncan. My noble partner You
greet with present grace and great prediction Of noble having and of royal hope, That he seems rapt withal; to
me you speak not. He was tempted by them because the temptation was already within him. So the witches
merely do not prophecy they also dare to advice him but they have still no power to compel him to accept it,
that is why they make careful preparation to deceive him. Another theme seen is whether Macbeths actions in
the play are a result of fate, or free will. Another theme seen is whether Macbeths actions in the play are a
result of fate, or free will. With their prophecies they excite suspense and supernatural dread. The witches
appear in the tragedy as the personification of fate and inevitability. Shakespeare incorporates many elements
when writing the play Macbeth. Westport: Greenwood Press,  Whether Shakespeare held that notion or not is a
matter of dispute but his are the plays replete with such beliefs. Macbeth as a result of their actions acquire
qualities of the beast, beasts, and so in comparison with the ghost seemed to him something normal. They add
fear and mystery to it. I am Thane of Cawdor. Even King James I took a special interest in supernatural and
written a book, Daemonologie, on witchcraft. William Shakespeare was a writer during this period, and he is
also the author of Macbeth. On the one hand we can see fairy images, but they also embody the evil passions
and selfish desire of a man. People during the Renaissance were very superstitious; consequently, their
connection to the events in the lives of humans was only natural for them The themes are exhibited by the
main characters of the play, notably antagonist Macbeth. People during the Renaissance were very
superstitious consequently; their connection to the events in the lives of humans was only natural for them It
then proceeds to showcase how using these elements to create struggles within the plot helps the author to
outline the societal struggles of his or her time period within the work of literature However, the extent and
nature of those elements differs to a large degree. They never tell him to fulfill the prophecy by murdering
King Duncan. The influence of the witches on the action of the tragedy is great; but it is more of a suggestive
than of a compulsive kind. Shakespeare uses a large motif of light vs. The supernatural elements are the key
contributors to the play. Penguin, Coursen, H. All these show that supernatural in Macbeth is brought into
closest harmony with the character of the protagonist in the drama. Knight, G. The thunder is symbolic of
darkness and gives the audience the first impression that the play will not be ordinary Macbeth who sees it
immediately after the murder of Banquo is made nervous by it and so it provoked to betray him to the
assembled quests. Witches, ghosts and visions become an integral part of the story, as they represent many
human qualities and motives, such as evil and hatred, fear and despair, lies and deceit. Even more sounds in
this tragedy by William Shakespeare his constant theme â€” the theme of retribution. Macbeth has the power
to reject the advice, but he does not do so. When the play opens, there is thunder rolling around and the
witches on stage. Given its appalling history of death and disorder, as well as the supernatural elements
present within the play, many have come to the latter conclusion. They directly advise him to be so but also
delude him into a false sense of security. While many overlook the supernatural, this literary element can be
the driving force in many stories that both develop plot, and hint towards the outcome of the story.


