
IDEOLOGY AND IDEOLOGICAL STATE APPARATUSES

Louis Althusser â€œLenin and Philosophyâ€• and Other Essays. Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses (Notes
towards an Investigation). First published: in.

One function of ideology is "recognition" and the other function, its inverse, is "misrecognition". Naturally for
the convenience and clarity of my little theoretical theatre I have had to present things in the form of a
sequence, with a before and an after, and thus in the form of a temporal succession. This includes the raw
materials, tools, and machines. The Essentials of the Marxist Theory of the State Let me first clarify one
important point: the State and its existence in its apparatus has no meaning except as a function of State
power. Nevertheless, everything outside this point of view remains abstract worse than one-sided: distorted
â€” even at the level of production, and, a fortiori, at that of mere practice. And I shall reveal what happens
both from the point of view of practice and production on the one hand, and from that of reproduction on the
other. This cause is the material alienation which reigns in the conditions of existence of men themselves. But
he does not produce them for his own production â€” other capitalists do: an Australian sheep farmer, Mr Y, a
heavy engineer producing machine-tools, Mr Z, etc. However, because ISA cannot dominate as obviously or
readily as RSA, ideological state apparatuses may themselves become a site of class struggle. This is a crucial
question for the Marxist theory of the mode of production. Besides its theoretico-didactic interest it reveals the
difference between Marx and Hegel , this representation has the following crucial theoretical advantage: it
makes it possible to inscribe in the theoretical apparatus of its essential concepts what I have called their
respective indices of effectivity. And I add that I find this comparison theoretically justified by the fact that the
eternity of the unconscious is not unrelated to the eternity of ideology in general. The person responds to the
call and in doing so is transformed into a subject â€”a self-conscious, responsible agent whose actions can be
explained by his or her thoughts. In order to advance the theory of the State it is indispensable to take into
account not only the distinction between state power and state apparatus, but also another reality which is
clearly on the side of the repressive state apparatus, but must not be confused with it. But now for what is
essential. It says: this is who you are: you are Peter! Thus they form subjects. What kind of indices? It is
necessary to be outside ideology, i. When Marx took up the term fifty years later, he gave it a quite different
meaning, even in his Early Works. Hence the civil constitution of the clergy, the confiscation of ecclesiastical
wealth, and the creation of new Ideological State Apparatuses to replace the religious Ideological State
Apparatus in its dominant role. This is the School. In fact, The German Ideology does offer us, after the
Manuscripts, an explicit theory of ideology, but The illusion of freedom combined with stability is tempting
enough, even when it entails class oppression. As ideology is eternal, I must now suppress the temporal form
in which I have presented the functioning of ideology, and say: ideology has always-already interpellated
individuals as subjects, which amounts to making it clear that individuals are always-already interpellated by
ideology as subjects, which necessarily leads us to one last proposition: individuals are always-already
subjects. Ideology controls the people. What is their importance based on? Reproduction of Labour-Power
However, the reader will not have failed to note one thing. But this is to recognize the effective presence of a
new reality: ideology. Althusser compares ideology to a policeman shouting "hey you" to a person walking in
the street. He wrote ideology and ideological state apparatuses in French which was published in 


