
THE IMPORTANCE OF EXAMINING MENTAL DISABILITIES ON THE

PRISONERS IN AMERICA

mental illness from prisons, we believe that it is equally important to avoid abandoning .. and consists of a detailed
medical and mental health examination. 3.

They abdicated their responsibility to enforce use of force policies and to hold accountable staff who violate
them. Corrections agencies should also establish procedures by which prisoners with mental illness will have
access to Medicaid immediately upon release rather than having to wait for months to have the paperwork
completed. Inmates with serious mental illness have fewer resources with which to cope with added turmoil.
Corrections scholars find that people in prison who suffer from co-occurring disorders are more likely to
engage in violence and misconduct, as well as become victims of such aggression Friedmann et al. If we
cannot agree, then the Attorney General may file a lawsuit in federal court. Prison and jail populations have
soared, more than quadrupling in the last thirty years. Such responses, however, are unlikely absent carefully
constructed and effective use of force policies, training programs, and supervisory and accountability systems.
Similarly, 3 federal prisons 1 housing women; 2 housing men were selected with certainty because of their
size. Across the country there are competent and committed mental health professionals who struggle to
provide good mental health services to those who need them. Mental health conditions were reported more
frequently among prisoners in state institutions. However, no research to date considers the relationships
between incarceration facility type and mental health Wildeman et al. Findings indicate that SMI did exhibit a
significant indirect effect with recidivism when considering its relationship with actuarially assessed risk. In
September , Congressman Ted Strickland informed his colleagues on the House Subcommittee on Crime that
between 25 and 40 percent of all mentally ill Americans would, at some point in their lives, become entangled
in the criminal justice system. In addition to the limitations itemized in Standard  Yet, because prisons operate
in secret, for the most part, it is important for the public to have access to as much material as is possible. I cut
my arms. Moreover, even when the plaintiffs in a class action prevail or secure a desirable settlement
agreement, it may take years and even decades before the mandated changes are fully implemented. The
percentage of individuals with SMI in prisons increased from. This longitudinal study explores patterns and
barriers for engaging treatment services during early reentry. The complaint alleges that treatment notes over
this period indicated that Padilla took off his clothes and stayed naked, talked as if he were responding to
internal stimuli, and sometimes screamed. We recognize there are some prisoners with mental illness who
require extreme security precautions even when under mental health treatment. Litigation increased due
process safeguards in mental hospital involuntary commitment and release procedures, which meant far fewer
people could be committed or kept in the hospitals against their will. Two times I've been put into nude four
point as punishment and personal harassmentâ€¦. His cheeks were sunken in, the skin on his frame was just
hanging off his bones like clothes on a hanger. Persons who, with psychiatric care, could fit well into society,
are instead locked away, to become wards of the state's penal system. The interviews provided invaluable
information and insights into the nature, causes, and consequences of the use of force against prisoners with
mental disabilities, and illuminated the difficult set of interrelated problems that play out in jails and prisons
across the country. Public Health and the Epidemic of Incarceration. Reducing the numbers of mentally ill
offenders sent to prison will also free up prison resources to ensure appropriate mental health treatment for
those men and women with mental illness who must, in fact, be incarcerated for reasons of public safety.
Policies relating to segregation for whatever reason should take account of the special developmental needs of
prisoners under the age of eighteen. Segregation for health care needs should be in a location separate from
disciplinary and long-term segregated housing. Effective training should be provided to all new officers in
such areas as: signs of mental illness; different treatments for mental illnesses; side-effects of medications
used for the treatment of mental illnesses; effective interaction with mentally ill prisoners; defusing potentially
escalating situations; recognition of the signs of possible suicide attempts; and training on the safe use of
physical and mechanical restraints for mentally ill offenders.


