
TEACHING WRITING A NARRATIVE

How do we get them to write those stories? I'm going to share the process I used for teaching narrative writing. I used
this process with middle.

Beth Newingham's tips for writing leads and a lot more! The line between fact and fiction has always been
really, really blurry, but the common thread running through all of it is good storytelling. A student might tell
a true story that happened to someone else, but write it in first person, as if they were that person. You have 30
minutes. They can create a Venn diagram and figure out two ways on how it can end, and then choose the best
one out of the two. Make sure that you read both fiction and nonfiction so students can see how narratives can
cut across both genres. Students are natural storytellers; learning how to do it well on paper is simply a matter
of studying good models, then imitating what those writers do. There are so many fun ways to teach setting
development in a minute mini-lesson! Plot The plot of the story involves a problem that the character must
address or a main event that they need to navigate. Beyond the standard hand-in-for-a-grade, consider other
ways to have students publish their stories. We use this brainstorming to help us write our rough draft, which
includes character development. Did you breathe faster? Teach students when and how to add detail. What
does the food taste like there? Keep in mind that we have not read most of these stories, so be sure to read
them first before adopting them for classroom use. Always use speech marks when writing dialogue. Students
could create a slideshow to accompany their stories and record them as digital storytelling videos. The best
way to do this is to memorize the nursery rhyme mentioned above. Can't find what you are looking for? This
second grade lesson plan takes students through writing a personal narrative. A Narrative Writing Unit Plan
Before I get into these steps, I should note that there is no one right way to teach narrative writing, and plenty
of accomplished teachers are doing it differently and getting great results. And by listening to the stories of
their classmates, they will be adding onto that list and remembering more of their own stories. Step 6: Quick
Drafts Now, have students get their chosen story down on paper as quickly as possible: This could be basically
a long paragraph that would read almost like a summary, but it would contain all the major parts of the story.
Graphic organizers can provide the structure that students need to organize their narratives before they write.
While usually the action is complete by the end of the climax, it is in the resolution that if there is a twist be
found it will appear - think of movies such as The Usual Suspects. A lot of the time, young writers end their
stories abruptly. Outlining the events and how they unfold will help students craft out the body of their story.
This ensures greater productivity during your actual writing time as well as keeping you focussed and on task.
No Story! I would do this for at least a week: Start class with a short mini-lesson on some aspect of narrative
writing craft, then give students the rest of the period to write, conference with you, and collaborate with their
peers. The best way of doing this is through writing that appeals to the senses. Have students close their eyes
and describe a setting to them, then have them draw a picture of how they saw the setting in their mind.


