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No more than half of those surveyed in Russia, the Balkans and the former Soviet republics of Central Asia
say religion is very important in their lives. Central Asia along with Southern and Eastern Europe have
relatively low levels of religious commitment, both in terms of the lower importance that Muslims in those
regions place on religion and in terms of self-reported religious practices. And the survey finds that in one
country â€” Russia â€” the general pattern is reversed and younger Muslims are significantly more observant
than their elders. However, this disparity appears to result from cultural norms or local customs that constrain
women from attending mosque, rather than from differences in the importance that Muslim women and men
place on religion. As mentioned above, half or more in most of the 39 countries surveyed agree that there is
only one way to interpret the teachings of Islam. In this way, the Sadducees were largely secular in their
practice of religion. In Lebanon, for example, Muslims ages 35 and older are 28 percentage points more likely
than younger Muslims to pray several times a day, 20 points more likely to attend mosque at least weekly and
18 points more likely to read the Quran daily. Scott Horrell, and Dr. There are eight all together, the belief
system, community, central myths, ritual, ethics, characteristic emotional experiences, material expressions,
and sacredness. Whereas the Sadducees had a lot of political power because of their connections with Rome,
the Pharisees had a lot of power because of their influence over the masses of people in Jerusalem and the
surrounding areas. They came from families of noble birth who were very well connected in the political
landscape of their day. Because of this, the Sadducees were typically well connected with the ruling
authorities among the Roman Government. Malloy, The basic concepts of religion seem to bind most religions
together. However, significantly fewer Muslims in other regions surveyed accept Sufis as members of the
Islamic faith. Muslims, see Appendix A. And indeed, the survey finds that the concept of predestination, or
fate, is widely accepted among Muslims in most parts of the world. In many cases, even greater percentages
do not believe that some practices common among Shias, such as visiting the shrines of saints, are acceptable
as part of Islamic tradition. The Differences The main difference between the Pharisees and the Sadducees was
their differing opinions on the supernatural aspects of religion. On each of these measures, age gaps of 10
points or more also are found in the Palestinian territories, Morocco and Tunisia. Judaism, Christianity and
Islam, the three major monotheistic religions, all originated in what is known today as the Arab World. Across
the Middle East and North Africa, for example, Muslims 35 and older tend to place greater emphasis on
religion and to exhibit higher levels of religious commitment than do Muslims between the ages of 18 and 
Elsewhere in Southern and Eastern Europe and Central Asia, the older generation of Muslims generally places
a greater emphasis on religion and engages more often in prayer. Historically, Mary was given a less
prominent position in Protestantism as a reaction to this emphasis in the Catholic Church. In other regions
included in the study, daily prayer is much more common among Muslims. As an example, while the Ten
Commandments made it clear that God's people should not work on the Sabbath, people began to question
what it actually meant to "work. Opinion also varies as to whether Sufis â€” members of religious orders who
emphasize the mystical dimensions of Islam â€” belong to the Islamic faith. Martin Luther likened this to the
idea of a red-hot iron in a fireâ€”united, but not changed. Muhammed was well known for spreading his new
religion by force. In most of the 39 countries surveyed, men are more likely than women to attend mosque.
They did not take part in the actual running of the temple, the offering of sacrifices, or the administration of
other religious duties. Lastly the Islamic people have their book known as the Qu'ran. All three of these books
have scriptures. These places are where the people believe that God has left for them.


