
A RESEARCH ON DISEASE AND POOR HOUSING DURING THE EARLY

DAYS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

In the 19th century, health officials targeted poor sanitation, crowding, and has a long (albeit intermittent) history of
involvement in the housing arena, and this . higher rates of infectious disease transmission Engels, in his study of the.

The public health community is developing, testing, and implementing effective interventions that yield health
benefits through improved housing quality. Homelessness: A post-industrial society faces a legislative
dilemma. In the s there was a huge slum clearance effort. Finally, physically and mentally ill dependents were
cared for by their neighbors in local communities. Bostic, R. Since the s surveys have been conducted in
Wales to assess the condition of the housing stock. In the middle of the 19th century, pathologist Rudolf
Virchow advised city leaders that poorly maintained, crowded housing was associated with higher rates of
infectious disease transmission. Some physicians established proprietary hospitals that supplemented the
wealth and income of owners. Historical Perspective on U. In , the Marine Hospital Service was renamed the
U. Because of the the deplorable social and environmental conditions and the constant threat of disease spread,
diseases came to be considered an indicator of a societal problem as well as a personal problem. Diseases were
seen less as natural effects of the human condition and more as potentially controllable through public action.
By the mids, there was strong evidence that lead poisoned those exposed to it and was especially harmful to
children. We have learned much in the past decade about how to make homes healthier places in which to live.
Ill-health and homelessness: the effects of living in bed-and-breakfast accommodation. Efforts to return the
homeless to stable housing or to prevent eviction in the first place are less common. Because merchant seamen
had no local citizenship, the federal government took on the responsibility of providing their health care. The
mentally ill could be treated and cured in an institution, making continuing public support unnecessary. The
agencies also continued and increased activities in environmental sanitation, epidemiology, and health
statistics. For example, the Emergency Relief and Construction Act of authorized the Reconstruction Finance
Corporation to lend public funds to corporations to build housing for low-income families Congressional
Research Service,  Donna L. When middle- or upper-class persons fell ill, their families nursed them at home.
In the early twentieth century, the New York and Baltimore health departments began offering home visits by
public health nurses. Builders, eager to capitalize on the need for housing, built inferior housing in congested
areas of cities. Department of Housing and Urban Development. These programs are popular with the public
and current capacity cannot meet demand. During the following few years, discoveries of bacteriologic agents
of disease were made in European and American laboratories for such contagious diseases as tuberculosis,
diphtheria, typhoid, and yellow fever. Public health representatives can participate in local planning processes
and offer consultation to housing agencies and developers. Am Rev Respir Dis. In , a new Housing Act
announced plans for councils to build , new homes within three years. Poverty and poor housing, though it is
not as acute as in past centuries, also continues to have an adverse effect on public health. Damp housing,
mould growth, and symptomatic health state. Other regional variations in hospital development reflected
regional economic disparities, particularly in the South and West, where less private capital was available for
private philanthropy. Available at DOI The Seattleâ€”King County Healthy Homes Project , employs
community health workers who use a home environmental checklist to assess exposures, knowledge, and
actions related to indoor asthma triggers and indoor chemical hazards. Still, for all institutions taken together, 
After water filtering systems were put in place, only 3 of the same cities had rates exceeding 15 per , Public
health workers have supported the efforts of community organizations fighting for improved housing
conditions. This team can develop a strategic plan to address housing issues in collaboration with other public
health staff and external partners. Congressional Research Service.


