
CHARACTERISTICS OF EXPLORATORY RESEARCH DESIGN

Exploratory research: Steps to conduct a research; Characteristics of Exploratory out the best research design, data
collection methods and choice of subjects.

This is a collaborative and adaptive research design that lends itself to use in work or community situations.
The focus is on gaining insights and familiarity for later investigation or undertaken when research problems
are in a preliminary stage of investigation. Sometimes you may find the right information from your managers,
sometimes from your customers and sometimes talking to your supply chain partners could help understand
the issue better. Approach collects a large amount of data for detailed analysis. Researchers must keep their
ultimate objectives in mind even if they have to take detours and change direction during the research process.
Exploratory research is flexible and can address research questions of all types what, why, how. The goal is to
learn 'what is going on here? Shields and Tajalli link exploratory research with the conceptual framework
working hypothesis. It can be difficult to show more than one variable at a time. For example you want to
know the reason or traits related to his level performance among your sales managers. For example: A survey
is sent to a given set of audience to understand their opinions about the size of mobile phones when they
purchase one. So, descriptive research does the task of putting the picture created by exploratory research into
the frame. If the criteria for selecting a case is because it represents a very unusual or unique phenomenon or
problem for study, then your interpretation of the findings can only apply to that particular case. Because
descriptive designs often utilize observational methods [as opposed to quantitative methods], the results
cannot be replicated. If properly applied, these techniques can help you generate hypotheses, clarify results
and generate ideas. Can estimate prevalence of an outcome of interest because the sample is usually taken
from the whole population. Exploratory research is flexible and can address research questions of all types
what, why, how. After having set the objectives of research, the next step is to decide the research design
which best suits the research objectives. Design is a useful approach for gaining background information on a
particular topic. See chapter Five for an extensive discussion of exploratory research. With the advancement in
technology, surveys can now be sent online and can be very easy to access. Moreover one cannot conduct
extra focus groups to convert findings of exploratory research into descriptive data. Forecasting the number of
companies switching to new CRM software. An interview with a subject matter expert can give you
meaningful insights that a generalized public source. Much of the choice is still based on the objectives of the
research which may be one of the following or something similar: â€” To gain some insight into a specific
phenomenon and conduct a broad exploration of that topic to gain better knowledge in that field. Longitudinal
Design Definition and Purpose A longitudinal study follows the same sample over time and makes repeated
observations. Action research studies often have direct and obvious relevance to improving practice and
advocating for change. Related Papers. Social scientists, in particular, make wide use of this research design to
examine contemporary real-life situations and provide the basis for the application of concepts and theories
and the extension of methodologies. Boston, MA: Longman. Then based upon the results of exploratory
research one can frame a descriptive research questionnaire or set a causal research experiment. What do these
studies tell you? The responses are then analysed to establish underlying motivations towards the topic.
Adovacting for change requires buy-in from participants. See Chapter four for an extensive discussion of
descriptive research. Literature reviews most often are a great tool to conduct exploratory research. As such,
researchers using this design can only employ a relatively passive approach to making causal inferences based
on findings. What these studies don't tell you?


