
THE EVENTS THAT LED TO THE COLD WAR

The Cold War was a geopolitical chess match between the United States and the was Ho Chi Minh while the US friendly
south was led by Ngo Dinh Diem.

An army of over 40, technicians sailed as well. Truman pledges American assistance to any nation in the
world threatened by communism, officially establishing the worldwide containment of communism as a vital
American national security interest. Jan 25, Eisenhower Doctrine In a speech that will come to be called the
Eisenhower Doctrine , President Eisenhower pledges to provide military and economic aid to countries
fighting communism in the Middle East. The U2 is designed to fly at such a high altitude that it remains out of
range of Soviet weapons and undetectable to Soviet radar. A letter was duly drafted and sent. This group was
known as ExComm and they met almost continuously for the next two weeks. January Israeli forces withdraw
from the Sinai , which they had occupied the previous year. Kennedy wanted everything done secretly.
President Truman and his administration proceeded to build on this political foundation. Warsaw, Berlin,
Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest and Sofia; all these famous cities and the populations around
them lie in what I must call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject, in one form or another, not only to Soviet
influence but to a very high and in some cases increasing measure of control from Moscow. November Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev claims that the Soviet Union has missile superiority over the United States and
challenges America to a missile "shooting match" to prove his assertion. March 2: British soldiers withdraw
from their zone of occupation in southern Iran. Jan 12, Massive Retaliation Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles makes his " Massive Retaliation " speech, marking the official implementation of brinksmanship as
deterrent strategy. In late January , Truman requested an in-depth report on the continuing world crisis.
International diplomatic pressures force the attackers to withdraw. The Iron Curtain surrounding the satellite
nations holds together the Soviet empire. His policy of "change through conciliation" bears its first fruits: The
Germans and Russians agree to a treaty that renounces the use of force. It would become known throughout
the world as the Marshall Plan. January Dwight D. The strategy will allow for a reduction in the American
military budget because its emphasis on nuclear weapons decreases the importance of maintaining a large
conventional army, which can now be downsized.


