
WHY DID THE BOLSHEVIKS WIN THE

Summary. There were SIX reasons why the Bolsheviks won the Civil War. Firstly, the Whites were disunited. They were
a coalition of different enemies of the.

Second, their armies were made largely of Cossacks who had more narrow local interests, particularly in the
South. Kerensky headed a liberal-moderate socialist coalition government overwhelmingly concerned with
suppressing the Bolsheviks, restoring domestic political authority and order if necessary by force , and
somehow shoring up the collapsing front. There were six reasons why the Bolsheviks won the Civil War.
Ithaca: Cornell University Press,  Yet common to most of them was aversion to any kind of further political
collaboration with the propertied classes and attraction for the immediate creation of some sort of exclusively
socialist government that would end the terrible war. Others hated foreigners invading Russia. And because of
their behavior both before and after the crisis, the Kadets were widely suspected of having been in league with
the general; they were now weakened and deeply demoralized. In any case, the abortive July uprising and
subsequent reaction demonstrated the risks inherent in overreliance on the popular mood. These
generalizations related to the traditional image of the Bolshevik party in as an essentially united, authoritarian,
conspiratorial organization, tightly controlled by Lenin. The success of the Bolsheviks also partly reflected the
changes in early Soviet society from just late to  In some cases these efforts were successful, such as with
Poland, Lithuania, and Finland, and in others it was not - most notably in Ukraine. Studying the evolution of
popular opinion between February and July, I concluded that among Petrograd workers, soldiers, and sailors
who acted politically in any way, the Provisional Government was already then â€” that is, by midsummer of
â€” widely perceived as an organ of the propertied classes, opposed to fundamental political and social
change, and cold to popular needs. The answer is: no, not fundamentally. Many Russians were Communists,
who believed they were fighting for a better world. The dissolute lifestyle did not help White tactics: even a
White minister of war declared that the White Army was characterised by 'ignorance and incompetence'.
Strikes were made illegal. The impact on Bolshevik tactics of the outlook of workers, soldiers, and sailors was
most pronounced during the two weeks preceding the overthrow of the Provisional Government. No less
important, it seemed to me, was the fact that amid the unstable, locally varying, constantly changing
conditions prevailing in revolutionary Petrograd in , not to speak of Russia as a whole, the Bolshevik Central
Committee was simply unable to control nominally subordinate agencies. Along with this centralization came
the various political tools at the party's disposal: propaganda, organization, terror. To Soviet historians, the
October revolution was the legitimate expression of the will of the revolutionary Petrograd masses â€” a
popular armed uprising in support of Bolshevik power led by a highly disciplined vanguard party, brilliantly
directed by V. New York: Longman,  In his book Red October, the late Robert V. Under the guise of
protecting the revolution, this organ gained control of virtually the entire Petrograd garrison, in the process
disarming the government without a shot being fired. Has my explanation of the Bolshevik success in
Petrograd changed significantly? They rationed food and forced peasants to give food to the government.
When Kolchak was defeated in , the foreign armies went home. To continue reading this article you will need
to purchase access to the online archive. The Petrograd workers and soldiers who supported the Bolsheviks in
the subversion and overthrow of the Provisional Government did so because they were persuaded that the
revolution and the congress were in imminent danger. More than this, the apparently increasing danger of
counterrevolution reflected in such events as the Moscow Conference â€” the large, much ballyhooed
gathering of conservative forces in mid-August â€” heightened popular suspicion of the Provisional
Government and stimulated the desire to let bygones be bygones and to unite more closely in defense of the
revolution. They had no effective propaganda, and often viewed SRs and Mensheviks as identical to
Bolsheviks for political purposes this was particularly true in Siberia under Kolchak.


