
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE POST OFFICE PROTOCOL POP

Post Office Protocol (POP) is a type of computer networking and Internet standard protocol that extracts and retrieves
email from a remote mail server for access.

Most are provided by the POP3 extension mechanisms. It implements. The session is then concluded and the
TCP connection between the two terminated. By contrast, the Internet Message Access Protocol IMAP was
designed to normally leave all messages on the server to permit management with multiple client applications,
and to support both connected online and disconnected offline modes of operation. There are some
implementations of POP that attempt to implement the disconnected access model, with limited success. Post
Office Protocol, Version 3 POP3 was published in ; this version includes new mechanisms for authentication
and other actions. More often, however, IMAP is used for this purpose, since it is better suited to that access
model. POP3 clients also have an option to leave mail on the server after download. The client then provides
authentication information to allow access to the user's mailbox. Purpose[ edit ] The Post Office Protocol
provides access via an Internet Protocol IP network for a user client application to a mailbox maildrop
maintained on a mail server. The POP standard doesn't include means to send messages. How POP Works
Incoming email messages are stored at a POP server until the user logs in with an email client and downloads
the messages to their computer. If the server supports this technique, in its opening greeting it provides a string
indicating a timestamp that is unique for each POP3 session. This unique identifier is permanent and unique to
the maildrop and allows a client to access the same message in different POP sessions. Continue Reading. A
POP3 server listens on well-known port number for service requests. After successful authentication, the
session moves to the Transaction state, where the client can perform mail access transactions. Assuming the
login is valid, the server responds to the client with an acknowledgment that indicates successful
authentication. When the client exits the session, mail marked for deletion is removed from the maildrop.
Google Apps uses the same method. The client issues a LIST command and the server tells it the number of
each message to be retrieved. This causes the Update state to be automatically entered, where the server
performs necessary clean-up operations, including deleting any messages marked for deletion in the
Transaction state. These include listing and retrieving messages, and marking retrieved messages for deletion.
However, there is a natural progression to how a mailbox is retrieved, and that means the commands are
usually used in the following way: 1. Messages available to the client are determined when a POP3 session
opens the maildrop, and are identified by message-number local to that session or, optionally, by a unique
identifier assigned to the message by the POP server. POP3 clients connect, retrieve all messages, store them
on the client computer, and finally delete them from the server. The response will also typically specify the
number of messages waiting for the user in the mailbox If authorization is successful, the POP3 session
transitions to the Transaction state. Updated July 08, 60 60 people found this article helpful Post Office
Protocol POP is an internet standard that makes it possible to download email messages from an email server
to a computer. The extensions are termed capabilities and are listed by the CAPA command. However, POP is
older and defines only simple commands for email retrieval; IMAP enables synchronization between devices
and online access. The client issues a STAT command to see the number of messages in the mailbox. The
protocol supports download and delete operations for messages. The client then uses the PASS command to
send the user's password. With POP, messages are stored and managed locally on one computer or device.
Mail is retrieved and marked for deletion by the message-number.


