
FUNCTIONAL PERSPECTIVES VIEW THE POOR AS DYSFUNCTIONAL

Describe how major sociological perspectives view race and ethnicity A functionalist might look at â€œfunctionsâ€• and
â€œdysfunctionsâ€• caused by racial inequality. on a poor Asian woman, who is affected by stereotypes related to
being poor.

Where are these people likely to operate? The exploitation may be direct, for instance in the form of low-wage
workplaces where employers offer no benefits, and enjoy high profit margins, or the case of the urban
slumlord, or it may be indirect, as has been the case with Enron and others recently, especially with respect to
lost pensions. These expectations include the perception that the person did not cause her or his own health
problem. This is the sort of situation that allowed President Clinton to sign the welfare reform legislation,
drafted by the Republican-controlled Congress. Key Terms social stratification: The hierarchical arrangement
of social classes, or castes, within a society. For example, many wealthy families pay low wages to nannies to
care for their children, gardeners to tend to their yards, and maids to clean their homes. The problem of social
exclusion is usually tied to that of equal opportunity, as some people are more subject to exclusion than others.
Learning Objectives Discuss the critiques of structural-functionalist approaches to social stratification Key
Takeaways Key Points According to structural-functionalists, stratification and inequality are actually
constructive phenomena that benefit society â€”specifically, that the privileges attached to high- status
incentive motivated, qualified people to work to achieve those positions. According to this logic, inequality
ensures that the most functionally important jobs are filled by the best qualified people. The medicalization of
society: On the transformation of human conditions into treatable disorders. Absolute poverty refers to a set
standard which is consistent over time and between countries. Poverty is usually measured as either absolute
or relative poverty. What would the human capitalists say about this? The text â€” ranked the third most
important sociological book of the 20th century by the International Sociological Association â€” also
contains other theories by Merton that made him famous within the discipline, including the concepts of
reference groups and self-fulfilling prophecy. The economy does best when people are left to their own
devices, and the cream will rise to the top, so to speak. Poor people often buy goods others have discarded,
including clothes, appliances, automobiles, etc. Payday loans. Ear lobes the same. They are the
structural-functionalist perspective, the conflict perspective, and the symbolic interactionism. Measuring
Poverty Poverty is defined by deprivation, and can be measured with economic or social indicators. The
conflict-theory approach offers a critique of structural-functionalism. Feminist sociologist Patricia Hill Collins
developed intersection theory, which suggests we cannot separate the effects of race, class, gender, sexual
orientation, and other attributes. As part of his functionalist perspective on society , Merton took a close look
at social actions and their effects and found that manifest functions could be defined very specifically as the
beneficial effects of conscious and deliberate actions.


