
THE EARLY LIFE AND TIMES OF SOREN KIERKEGAARD

SÃ¸ren Kierkegaard, in full SÃ¸ren Aabye Kierkegaard, (born May 5, , moving away from the faith of his father and back
toward it at virtually the same time.

Yet the latter is crucial for Christian faith and for authentic selfhood according to Kierkegaard. A year later he
chose to break off the engagement rather than to reveal his secret to Regine. Martensen also had a profound
effect on Kierkegaard, but largely in a negative manner. This is the choice that he made for himself in his own
efforts to live a life which he considered to be valid. Upon returning he published his Discourses of â€”44 in
one volume, Eighteen Upbuilding Discourses, 29 May and finished the first part of his authorship with
Concluding Unscientific Postscript to the Philosophical Fragments which was a rewrite of Philosophical
Fragments as well as an explanation of the first part of his authorship. Kierkegaard published many of his
Edifying Discourses in short collections to accompany particular pseudonymous texts, then later published
them again in larger collections. But the choice of faith is not made once and for all. Even after acknowledging
that he had written these works, however, Kierkegaard insisted that they continue to be attributed to their
pseudonymous authors. These works fall into three genres: i deliberations; ii edifying discourses; and iii
reviews. He was also strongly influenced by his father's depression and stubborn belief in a curse that all his
children were doomed to die by the age of  He again rejected the Hegelian notion of the human spirit being
subject to objective scientific understanding, stating in forthright terms that objectivity is not capable of
explaining human existence. Those with insight, those who know never do this. Heiberg, more than any other
person, was responsible for introducing Hegelianism into Denmark. His father was deeply religious, and the
young boy was taught in a way which frequently emphasized the suffering of Jesus Christ. He therefore
withdrew from the engagement in the autumn of  Such a life would be easy, in some ways, to live, yet would
also involve much compromise of several genuinely human faculties and potentials. In his journals,
Kierkegaard mentions his belief that his "melancholy" made him unsuitable for marriage, but his precise
motive for ending the engagement remains unclear. For Kierkegaard Christian faith is not a matter of
regurgitating church dogma. Kierkegaard questioned whether an individual can know if something is a good
gift from God or not and concludes by saying, "it does not depend, then, merely upon what one sees, but what
one sees depends upon how one sees; all observation is not just a receiving, a discovering, but also a bringing
forth, and insofar as it is that, how the observer himself is constituted is indeed decisive. Neither does it even
want to be the paradox for the believer, and then surreptitiously, little by little, provide him with
understanding, because the martyrdom of faith to crucify one's understanding is not a martyrdom of the
moment, but the martyrdom of continuance. The aesthetic stage of existence is characterized by the following:
immersion in sensuous experience; valorization of possibility over actuality; egotism; fragmentation of the
subject of experience; nihilistic wielding of irony and scepticism; and flight from boredom. Kierkegaard said:
"Although this little book which is called " discourses ," not sermons , because its author does not have
authority to preach, "upbuilding discourses," not discourses for upbuilding, because the speaker by no means
claims to be a teacher wishes to be only what it is, a superfluity , and desires only to remain in hiding". These
simultaneous books embodied strikingly contrasting perspectives. Honor and praise be to the eternal: there is
not a shade of difference, there is no wrongdoing and no preferential treatment, but equality. In , Practice in
Christianity was published. Kierkegaard regarded Martensen as one of his chief intellectual rivals. He also
wrote several more pseudonymous books in Philosophical Fragments , Prefaces and The Concept of Anxiety
and finished the year up with Four Upbuilding Discourses,  But Kierkegaard did not want to abandon
aesthetics altogether in favor of the ethical and the religious. His genuine feelings for her led him to
specifically mention the whole episode in some of his books - he even, later in life, dedicated all his works to
her. The first English edition of the journals was edited by Alexander Dru in 


