
THE SOCIAL CHANGES THAT HAS OCCURRED IN THE AMERICAN

SOCIETY SINCE THE 50S

The s was a prosperous time in American history. Events that occurred during the civil rights movement brought the
nation's attention. For example, the government created budgets to expand social welfare programs such as housing
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After the Korean War, gradually and imperceptibly, our classic American resolve, our vitality, our willingness
to look boldly at the blackness of the human soul wilted away. For example, in , in the landmark Brown v.
America was peopled by persons of Northern European stock. Author Fredric Wertham wrote a book in called
Seduction of the Innocent. The United States has not stopped making things total manufacturing output grew
by more than a third between and but is becoming ever more efficient at it, thanks to the rapidly increasing use
of computers in the process. There have been changes in machines since the s, notably the introduction of
electronics 31 moving parts versus , which means that they last only until their circuit boards break. A number
of writers, members of the so-called "beat generation," rebelled against conventional values. By the s, that was
usually no longer the case. We are now such a garrulous nation! In the number was a staggering 6. Now
physical fitness is a way of life, and then it was eccentric behavior. When police charged that it was obscene
and seized the published version, Ginsberg won national acclaim with a successful court challenge. There are
people like David McCullough who have never appreciated this typewriter revolution and insist on using
Remington portables circa  Court rulings in the cases Plessy v. Why the extensive lying, cheating, and stealing
by the intelligent and well-to-do? The other great auto companies are equally dispersed. Now the call-in
programs and more recently the Internet grant the privilege of sounding off and showing off to everyone.
Spousal abuse is finally getting its due recognition as a crime; it used to be just a sporting event. Highway
construction near cities displaced residents and divided neighborhoods, further hastening urban deterioration.
The only great power whose industrial base had been strengthened, not diminished, by World War II, the
United States was still self-sufficient in all but a few commodities such as tin. President Eisenhower wasn't a
religious man. The most important change in this country in the last forty years took place in , when the
upheaval of Watergate triggered a shift from presidential government to congressional government. This paper
will discuss the influence of each decade stated previously. Thus in politics and other demonstrations of public
life we are often confronted with the delightful combination of solemnity and insincerity. It was for us, their
children, an age of promise. I cannot imagine a modern President speaking so, even though the incumbent and
his predecessors are Christians by formal understanding. But to my mind the most decisive and deleterious
change has been the shaming and decline of the American liberal traditionâ€”involving the increasing power
and intolerance of fundamentalism in politics, the hollowness of public piety, the contempt for rational
argument, the stress on matters of sexual conduct rather than on Christian love and charity. We have had to
struggle against stereotypes, against those who said that women belonged at home or were not capable of
doing the same kind of work as their male colleagues. Americans began to think and speak in information-age
metaphors, and these metaphors influence their activities. Citation Information.


