
WRITE A MUSICAL THEATRE SONG

New York City-based composer-lyricist Sam Willmott shares his three essential tips for writing a musical theatre song in
the video above.

Step 7: That Went Well! A seasoned pro may offer pointers, and people with a wide knowledge of the genre
can tell you what forms and approaches have worked up to now, but the bad news is that no one can give you
a method or road map to creating a musical. The songs move the story forward, because the songs move the
characters forward. Just back away from the TV and put down the ice cream. You might be crazy enough to
succeed in this snake pit. What is the ARC of the scene for the characters? That's the percentage the authors
share under the present standard contract, so if you collaborate, you only get a piece of that! I have to give it a
heading. How do you know if your story is compelling? So you plan your first reading. Rewriting is where
most of the magic happens. It is impossible to judge in advance what critics and audiences will applaud for --
all the greatest talents have miscalculated at one time or another. I may have responded to it. Be sure this life
structure provides a way for you to keep the bills paid. Tip: Be sure to cast your show well. And we find out
the same information later in another way. These works are in the public domain, and you can do anything you
want. This is not a career for the dilettante -- or for the feint of heart: "This is a tough business, a cruel
business. Somebody really will hate your work. Caution: Are you really done with that first draft? A musical
must have characters who need or want something desperately, and that need comes up against an equally
powerful obstacle. In the course of my production career on and off Broadway, I have worked with dozens of
songwriters and librettists, from gifted unknowns to Tony and Academy Award winners. Each writer,
composer or collaborative team must figure out usually by trial and error what works best for them. Today,
even a revue can have a premise. There is a tremendous joy and satisfaction in working with truly smart
writers who push you to do your very best work. But be careful. No one knows. But getting started is harder.
And while some critics dismiss The Sound of Music as fluff, it has probably done more harm to the ongoing
threat of Nazism than all the World War II documentaries ever made. New York City-based composer-lyricist
Sam Willmott shares his three essential tips for writing a musical theatre song in the video above. Find or
invent a story idea that gets you so excited you can spend five or more years of your life working on it with no
promise or even a reasonable hope of it earning you a penny. Well, how compelled are you to tell it? Your MD
will be the guardian of your score. Bravo to you. Find the Song Posts - Song placement in a musical is not
arbitrary! The story in a musical is communicated and moves forward via song, therefore in theory the song
will always encapsulate the major event in any given scene. We all have to start somewhere.


