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Free Essay: The Effects of Television on Society The question whether or not television has had a decisive influence on
everyday life and has helped change.

TV programs and commercials have also been mentioned as major factors contributing to increased American
materialism a view that places more value on acquiring material possessions than on developing in other ways.
Before television, children played together more often, played outdoors more, spent more time being creative
and inventive, and read more. Though television is highly influential, surprisingly few regulations govern its
role in the political process. For these kinds of programs we praise the industry. With its fast-moving, visually
interesting, highly entertaining style, it commands many people's attention for several hours each day. But
television also gives a great deal of free attention to incumbents people currently holding an elected office by
covering their press conferences, interviews, and public appearances. More people depend on the medium for
news and entertainment, from which they construct their worldview, than on any other venue in the world.
Considerable debate remains, however, whether the Cultivation Hypothesis is well supported by scientific
literature, however, the effectiveness of television for propaganda including commercial advertising is
unsurpassed. Television, as well as influencing its viewers, evoked an imitative response from other
competing media as they struggle to keep pace and retain viewer- or readership. Applying his scientific skills,
he brought to the world this marvelous invention, which I believe is to be used for the primary purpose of
furthering the work of the Lord. These ads allow candidates to reach a wide audience with a message that is
under their direct control. Religious shows expanded in number and influence during the s, when satellites
orbiting the Earth allowed TV signals to be broadcast nationwide for the first time. First, the broadcast
networks shifted their focus toward younger, urban viewers, who were thought to hold more accepting social
views. The Cosby Show a sitcom that aired on NBC from to and claimed the top spot in the annual TV ratings
four times, also had a broad appeal. The number of hours of television viewing also corresponds with an
increased relative risk of higher cholesterol levels in children 8. Randal A. Studies have shown that television
competes with other sources of human interactionâ€”such as family, friends, church, and schoolâ€”in helping
young people develop values and form ideas about the world around them. Children who watch more than
four hours of television a day are more likely to become overweight. Visit www. Television advertising and
socialization to consumer roles. They said that separate TV viewing prevented family members from spending
time together and engaging in special activities and rituals that created strong family bonds. Although rare,
some children with seizure disorders are more prone to attacks brought on by a flickering television or
computer screen. If children are allowed to be exposed to these media without adult supervision, they may
have the same deleterious effects as television. Large companies, like the consumer products giant Procter and
Gamble, would purchase an hour of air time on a network. But television industry analysts offered several
other explanations as well. Some public television programs stimulate visits to the zoo, libraries, bookstores,
museums and other active recreational settings, and educational videos can certainly serve as powerful
prosocial teaching devices. Homer Simpson , Ray Barone. Since Julia lived in an apartment building with both
black and white tenants and never faced prejudice or discrimination due to her race, some critics complained
that the show did not reflect the realities of the African American experience. A validity test of movie,
television and video-game ratings Pediatrics. Buxton, Rodney A. The main character in The Mary Tyler
Moore Show, for example, was a smart, independent, single working woman. At the same time, though,
television can overwhelm viewers with an excess of information, especially with the numerous cable channels
devoted to politics. Upon taking office in , President Richard Nixon â€”; served â€”74 created the White
House Office of Communication to deal with the media and ensure that his administration delivered its
intended message.


