
BENTHAM S UTILTARIANISM

Jeremy Bentham was an English philosopher and political radical. He is primarily known today for his moral philosophy,
especially his principle of utilitarianism.

Similarly, Hare refers to "the crude caricature of act utilitarianism which is the only version of it that many
philosophers seem to be acquainted with. Stephen Darwall notes , ff. It maintains not only that virtue is to be
desired, but also that it is to be desired disinterestedly, for itself. Contemporary philosophical and economic
vocabulary for example, "international," "maximize," "minimize," and "codification" is indebted to Bentham's
proclivity for inventing terms, and among his other disciples were James Mill and his son, John who was
responsible for an early edition of some of Bentham's manuscripts , as well as the legal theorist, John Austin.
Mill's version of utilitarianism differed from Bentham's also in that he placed weight on the effectiveness of
internal sanctions â€” emotions like guilt and remorse which serve to regulate our actions. Bazerman and Ann
E. Just as science was beginning to understand the workings of cause and effect in the body, so ethics would
explain the causal relationships of the mind. There is one famous passage where Hume likens moral
discrimination to the perception of secondary qualities, such as color. Ryan, Alan,  References and Further
Reading a. Stephen, Leslie. In consequentialism, actions are judged solely by their consequences, without
regard to character, motivation, or any understanding of good and evil and separate from their capacity to
create happiness and pleasure. He suggests that many of the problems arise under the traditional formulation
because the conscientious utilitarian ends up having to make up for the failings of others and so contributing
more than their fair share. While he attacked both Tory and Whig policies, both the Reform Bill of promoted
by Bentham's disciple, Lord Henry Brougham and later reforms in the century such as the secret ballot,
advocated by Bentham's friend, George Grote, who was elected to parliament in reflected Benthamite
concerns. A law that is good at one point in time may be a bad law at some other point in time. Let us take, for
example, the physical desire of satisfying hunger. A Treatise of Human Nature, edited by L. Utilitarianism,
Roger Crisp ed. Hart, London: The Athlone Press,  According to Mill, good actions result in pleasure, and that
there is no higher end than pleasure. Indeed, Bentham held that all existing systems of morality can be
"reduced to the principles of sympathy and antipathy," which is precisely that which defines utility. Finally,
the picture of the human person presented by Bentham is based on a psychological associationism indebted to
David Hartley and Hume; Bentham's analysis of "habit" which is essential to his understanding of society and
especially political society particularly reflects associationist presuppositions. Utilitarianism, London:
Routledge. Hare accepts that rule utilitarianism collapses into act utilitarianism but claims that this is a result
of allowing the rules to be "as specific and un-general as we please. To begin with, the idea of "relation" is but
a "fictitious entity," though necessary for "convenience of discourse. Bentham's analytical and empirical
method is especially obvious when one looks at some of his main criticisms of the law and of moral and
political discourse in general. Start Your Free Trial Today Methodologies As a normative system providing a
standard by which an individual ought to act and by which the existing practices of society, including its moral
code, ought to be evaluated and improved, utilitarianism cannot be verified or confirmed in the way in which a
descriptive theory can, but it is not regarded by its exponents as simply arbitrary. For Bentham, rights and
duties are legal notions, linked with the notions of command and sanction. Compare Investment Accounts.
The virtuous person is one whose affections, motives, dispositions are of the right sort, not one whose
behavior is simply of the right sort and who is able to reflect on goodness, and her own goodness [see Gill].
His utilitarian leanings are distinct from his moral sense approach, and his overall sentimentalism. Rosen,
Frederick,  If we apply the Aristotelian and Confucian rule of the mean, we see that balance of responsibility
and profitability makes the difference between sound business practices and poor ones. In Bentham's theory,
an action conforming to the principle of utility is right or at least not wrong; it ought to be done, or at least it is
not the case that it ought not be done. We know that the pleasure of kicking someone is generally outweighed
by the pain inflicted on that person, so such calculations when confronted with a temptation to kick someone
are unnecessary. Or, if this concealment be difficult to maintain, it may be desirable that Common Sense
should repudiate the doctrines which it is expedient to confine to an enlightened few.


