
THESIS DISSERTATION DEFENSE

The Graduate College requires a final oral examination (also called a defense) for all master's and doctoral students
who are completing a thesis or dissertation .

However, the most important defense is the dissertation defense which comes at the end of a long and arduous
process and which may have unfolded over a number of years. A typical viva lasts for approximately 3 hours,
though there is no formal time limit. At the completion of the examination, the candidate and observers are
excused from the room and the examination committee determines whether the candidate has successfully
defended the thesis or dissertation. By the final deadline , the student must submit a complete copy of the
thesis to the appropriate body within the accepting institution, along with the appropriate forms, bearing the
signatures of the primary supervisor, the examiners, and in some cases, the head of the student's department.
Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Sometimes the defense meeting is
made up of the learning institute's professionals and sometimes the students peers are allowed to view or join
in. Thus the term dysertacja is reserved for PhD and Habilitation degrees. The following documents must be
on file and approved by the Graduate School for a student to be cleared for their defense: Program of Study:
The final, accurate copy with appropriate signatures. Please consult the Graduate Catalog for a complete
reference of regulations pertaining to the defense. All your forms need to be filled out ahead of time, including
any and all signatures you are required to obtain. Indonesia[ edit ] In Indonesia, the term thesis is used
specifically to refer to master's theses. Honours and Master's theses sometimes require an oral defense before
they are accepted. Very rarely, the thesis may be awarded the lesser degree of M. If you don't have an answer
to a question, don't fake it or make any promises - reply that the question is interesting and that you will
consider it in the future. The term dissertation is used for a doctoral degree paper doktorska disertacija.
Remember, you must continue to register for at least one credit each semester until this step is completed.
Major papers presented as the final project for a master's degree are normally called thesis; and major papers
presenting the student's research towards a doctoral degree are called theses or dissertations. They may well
ask you to indicate where in the larger scheme of things, where in your field, your thesis will fit. That's where
the big "So What? When all questions have been asked and answered, you will be asked to leave the room
while the committee deliberates. Hold Your Defense Consult your advisor about planning for your final oral
examination. Form 5B should be submitted by the academic year deadline. You may also be required to
provide copies to your department and library. Extensive revision required. Typical duration for the total exam
is 1 hour 30 minutes for the MSc and 3 hours for the PhD. Other required forms may include library
authorizations giving the university library permission to make the thesis available as part of its collection and
copyright permissions in the event that the student has incorporated copyrighted materials in the thesis.
Generally speaking, a dissertation is judged as to whether or not it makes an original and unique contribution
to scholarship. You need to describe the importance of your topic and detail how your research was conducted,
including any methods of measurement you have used. A grade may be awarded, though in many countries
PhDs are not graded at all, and in others, only one of the theoretically possible grades the highest is ever used
in practice. The dissertation defense can be divided into three distinct components Foss and Waters : the
preparation, the defense, and follow-up. Try to be concise and to the point, but at the same time demonstrate
that you have a good grasp of the complex issues involved. The first examiner is from the university
concerned, the second examiner is from another local university and the third examiner is from a suitable
foreign university usually from Commonwealth countries. A bachelor's thesis is often 40â€”60 pages long, a
diploma thesis and a master's thesis usually 60â€” You must expect, in some fashion, to be required to answer
the crucial question "So what? Once you have successfully submitted this form you will receive a
confirmation email with a PDF document of your RFE form. During your thesis defense, you will be expected
to present and defend your thesis in front of your advisor, faculty thesis committee, and other audience
members - and to do so in a cohesive manner. Either work can be awarded a "mention d'honneur" excellence
as a result of the decision by the examination committee, although these are rare. Australia[ edit ] In Australia,
doctoral theses are usually examined by three examiners although some, like the Australian Catholic
University and the University of New South Wales , have shifted to using only two examiners; without a live
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defense except in extremely rare exceptions. A written report and a public thesis defense is mandatory, in the
presence of a board of senior researchers, consisting of members from an outside organization or a university.
Malaysia[ edit ] Malaysian universities often follow the British model for dissertations and degrees.


