
AN ANALYSIS OF THE PLAY COPENHAGEN BY MICHAEL FRAYN

Copenhagen, written by Michael Frayn, premiered at the Seattle Repertory Theater, marking the beginning of its 40th
season. Frayn accomplishes a perfect mix.

In Irving you get the facts practically correct. He has done very careful work. Germany is my widowed mother
and my impossible brother. There's a problem with this paper. Since they unquestionably assumed that their
remarks were being recorded, the German scientists no doubt said one thing for the ears of the British and
other things among themselves during their daily walks. Heisenberg worked to help a homicidal maniac. In
fact it wouldn't be all that difficult. Of the man Heisenberg, Bernstein writes: "He had the first truly
quantum-mechanical mind -- the ability to take the leap beyond the classical visualizing pictures into the
abstract, all-but-impossible-to-visualize world of the subatomic. Frayn uses the confusions of memory and
possible misinterpretations of both men to invent his own story about the meeting. On old men and women on
the street, on mothers and their children. H: Go on. He married Elisabeth Schumacher, also the child of a
professor, and they had seven children. Scientists like Bohr and Heisenberg tend to tell their stories about the
physical world in multiple drafts that are then critiqued by their colleagues. The son of a university professor,
Heisenberg grew up in an environment with an intense emphasis on academics, but was exposed to the
destruction that World War I dealt to Germany at a rather young age. His personal integrity has only been
questioned out of political enmity over his alleged wartime role. This principle is applied to nuclear weaponry
, suggesting that nations will act differently when they think that an opponent can produce nuclear arms,
whether or not the opponent can. There are many differences between how Heisenberg is presented and how
the real person is. The former head of Alsos wrote: Heisenberg was a very great physicist, a deep thinker, a
fine human being, and also a courageous one. In Frayn's dialogue, Heisenberg looks back to the consequences
of Germany's defeat in , including Communist uprisings and the Allied hunger blockade: I have to know what
I am deciding for them! Who wrote this essay? Yet, the play works best when ethic dilemmas are explored.
The characters are all plagued by some form of guilt or another, particularly in reference to the atomic bomb,
and they are trapped in this world, doomed to forever speculate on that evening in Copenhagen in to determine
how the world might have been changed. Bohr worked to stop that maniac and participated in killing several
hundred thousand Japanese as a result. It was directed by James Dacre. They are also used to suggest
Heisenberg's speed and recklessness which contrasts with Bohr's caution and tediousness. Frayn's dialogue: H:
Why didn't you calculate it? The play ponders the possible reasons for Heisenberg's visit, linking them to the
failure of the Germans to develop the bomb. Germany is my wife. A writer for The Commonweal commented
on the Broadway premiere, saying that "the play's relentless cerebral forays can Department of Defense, he
writes from his home in Washington, DC. That was the intention. There is a great amount known about all of
the primary characters presented in Copenhagen; the following includes those bits of information which are
directly relevant and referenced in the work itself. The world that Frayn presents is outside of our conceptions
as audience members, simply by virtue of the fact that no one attending the play has ever died. Or was he
attempting to mislead Bohr about Germany's real intentions? Is it another defeat? Much has been made of the
comments by a number of Germany's leading physicists referred to as the Farm Hall transcripts during their
detainment in Britain for six months after the war. H: Yes, thank you. Sometimes one character will not notice
that there are other people in the space, and speak as if to no one. Another nightmare like I grew up with? The
Role of Margrethe At first glance, Margrethe might seem the most trivial character of the three. Did you, when
you escaped from Copenhagen two years later, and went to Los Alamos? To which Heisenberg responds: You
weren't dropping it on Hitler, either. Some American physicists accused German physicists, especially
Heisenberg, of concocting a false story of moral scruples that constrained them from building so diabolic a
weapon.


