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They suspected that, in words attributed to Pestel, they were trying to reap before they had sown. Nothing
succeeded. The situation called for a change of plan. The rest of the officers took counsel about more
immediate matters, and decided to change the route once more, heading for a town where some troops
commanded by 'Slavs' were garrisoned. The next day, 31 December, the new regime was formally inaugurated
with a short Mass in the market-place. Thus they abandoned the condemned to the secular arm. Prince
Odoyevsky, who, shortly before the uprising, had exulted in the prospect of a glorious death, was no sooner in
prison than his exaltation gave way to hysterical terror. Actually they succeeded in mustering only some three
thousand privates and thirty officers. The revolutionaries, too, including Lenin, have traced their lineage to
these amateurish pioneers. The executioners were so inexperienced -- there had been no hanging for many
decades -- that either the ropes snapped under the weight of three of the bodies burdened with fetters, or else
the nooses slipped. One of his communications to the Emperor contains a paean to liberty. All that remained
for the authorities was to round up the fleeing mutineers and arrest the members of the Society. A Colonel
who had followed them to the Square in an effort to keep them from joining the insurrection was fatally
wounded by Kakhovsky. At all events, Constantine's accession went off without any untoward incident. They
were tired, both their patience and their ammunition were running low. And the manifesto which was to be
forced on the Senate had yet to be put in shape. Accompanied by a small retinue, he passed among the crowd
that packed the area and read his manifesto aloud to one group after another. They were sentenced to be
quartered, at the suggestion of Count Speransky, who, as a member of both the Commission and the Court,
dominated the proceedings. This cannot be said of Pestel. Leaving the village, the men now marched South,
suspecting danger in the West and still hoping for reinforcements. Was it not a tragic mistake, likely to
precipitate the horrors of civil war and jeopardize the cause? Half a dozen volleys were sufficient to clear the
area. The march of the revolutionary cohort resembled a funeral procession, as Bestuzhev-Ryumin was to put
it.


