
JOHN STUART MILL AND LIBERALISM ESSAY

This paper considers the issue of whether there is clear sense in John Stuart Mill's essay On Liberty. What does this
reputed foundation of liberalism come to?.

To give this advice is to fail in his philosophical obligation. The principle of utility is examined in detail in
Utilitarianism, during which it is both clarified and defended. Utilitarianism, ed Warnock, pp. He might have
had to alter or develop his enlightened views of women's rights, or joined to them something about a right to
work or equal pay. That led him to the analysis of causation, and to an account of inductive reasoning that
remains the starting point of most modern discussions. Mill writes that the moral view of actions and
characters [â€¦] is unquestionably the first and most important mode of looking at them. Further, the asserter of
the right knows the individual or group lacks rights of the two kinds. The proposition S is P, where P is a
non-connoting term, can be understood as the claim that the object denoted by S is the same object as that
denoted by P. There are occasions when Mill makes claims which lend themselves to such an interpretation.
But there is no parity between the feeling of a person for his own opinion, and the feeling of another who is
offended at his holding it; no more than between the desire of a thief to take a purse, and the desire of the right
owner to keep it. All this was conducted under the strict daily supervision of his fatherâ€”with young John
holding primary responsibility for the education of his siblings Reeves 11â€” Time could usefully be spent on
looking into and clarifying and elaborating this fact about talk of rights, but the fact itself is a plain one. What
do they have to do with the Greatest Happiness principle of Utilitarianism? As with all things though, the way
the idea of liberalism can viewed differ by each individual person and the trails they have gone through. She
died, however, in , while Mill and she were travelling through France. We do so, Mill claims, by virtue of our
natureâ€”and that propensity strikes us as reasonable upon inspection. But, Mill holds, such inferences are not
something we are merely disposed to believe, but something we have reason to believeâ€”inferences of this
general form are warranted. I believe that his theory is more plausible. System, VII: ; cf. Mill, rather, claims
that numbers are properties of aggregates and as such denote aggregates with those properties, and takes
geometrical objects to be limit cases of real world objects System, VII: â€”1, â€”9. The philosopher expresses
the importance of individuality by warning against forces such as the government and other citizens silencing
their opinion. His main reading was still history, but he went through all the commonly taught Latin and Greek
authors and by the age of ten could read Plato and Demosthenes with ease. But, he points out, we can
influence our character and desires. We have unmediated access only to the impression that are generated in
usâ€”we are directly aware only of our own mental content. Words denote the objects which they are true of;
they connote specific attributes of those objects. An act is wrong, therefore, if it would be productive to overall
utility to blame an individual for performing that actâ€”or, under a rule-focused interpretation, if it would be
productive to overall utility for there to exist a rule to the effect that individuals performing actions of that sort
were subject to blame. If any of them happen to have a disability it will impact their rate of survival. All page
references to On Liberty are to this edition. But Mill shows little interest in principled or absolute modal
distinctions between necessary and contingent truths. The issue, of course, is, whether naturalism is the only
possible view. In this essay, I will compare and contrast these dominant perspectives. Passage 10 has been
brought together, and indeed does go together, with passages 8, 9 and  John Mill, son of James Mill, the father
of utilitarianism, had a rough childhood that heavily influenced his political ideologies. The Platonist can
characterize the claims of mathematics as claims about abstract objectsâ€”but, as a naturalist, no such option is
open to Mill. In saying so I do not indulge at all in moral superiority about a particular body of laws or a
particular society's attitudes, or in any resistance whatever to conservatism as often understood or the like.
Also when you gather that the pleasure of poetry is higher-quality than the pleasure of pornography. He can
easily be taken as speaking of such interests. And, secondly, what are we to say about apparently deductive
reasoning which manifestly does lead us to new knowledge? Whether this stance is entirely coherent, we shall
consider below, in section 3. No one who believed that he knew thoroughly the circumstances of any case, and
the characters of the different persons concerned, would hesitate to foretell how all of them would act.
Geometrical propositions, too, are inferred from premises which themselves have real content. At 20 he
suffered a nervous breakdown that persuaded him that more was needed in life than devotion to the public
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good and an analytically sharp intellect. Arithmetic, Mill holds, is at base non-verbal.


