
FACTORS AND DIMENSIONS THAT SHAPE SOCIETY

Upstream social factorsâ€”Laws, policies, and underlying values that shape the factors that shape both economic
inequality and health, such as a society's lack of cross-national data on this dimension of social inequality are
unavailable.

Lack of upward mobility in a society could exacerbate economic and social inequality and could plausibly
affect health through a range of pathways, including by shaping optimism Boehm and Kubzansky, and
health-related behaviors Dehlendorf et al. Politics can be affected by religion, elections, wars, geographical
location, and many other factors. Transportation systems and other aspects of physical environments that
influence driving behaviors are also related to injury morbidity and mortality Douglas et al. Thus, individual
and environmental factors may be part of a reinforcing cycle that creates and perpetuates health differences.
As stated in a thorough review by Hepburn and Hemenway , p. Over and above the influence of any particular
event, the number of such events and the number of domains affected by social disadvantage can determine
the health damage associated with poverty Evans and Kim, ; Sexton and Linder,  In the U. Studies have shown
consistent relationships between social capital and self-reported health status, as well as to some measures of
mortality Barefoot et al. In particular, particles that are less than 2. A previous National Research Council
report and a paper prepared for that study Banks et al. There is scant literature comparing social and physical
environmental features across countries. To examine the effect of cultural, social, and community
environments on home care, I begin with a brief treatment of the social-ecological model as it applies to these
home care environments. American culture stresses the negative features of aging, something to be fought or
covered up. As noted above, residential segregation by income in the United States is associated with violence
and related outcomes Sampson et al. Immigrants that arrive in a new location quickly learn the dominant
language. Social capital depends on the ability of people to form and maintain relationships and networks with
their neighbors. While the strength of this cultural expectation may be waning and may vary across groups
defined by socioeconomic status , it gives a feel for the subtle but powerful influence of culture. See Chapter 7
for additional evidence on the health and injury risks associated with the work environment. Given the
established correlation between neighborhood, race, and socioeconomic composition and various
health-related neighborhood resources in the United States, this greater segregation could also result in greater
exposure of some population sectors to harmful environments Lovasi et al. Low-skilled and low-status
employment is more likely to involve exposure to physical hazards, such as toxic chemicals e. At the level of
family social relations, family consensus, a supportive division of labor, and appropriate information gathering
respond to the challenge of potential disruption of family relations. The data collected by the researchers,
which were displayed in graphs, tables, and charts, shows how each researcher has a different approach
constructing their project, but continues to focus on the same subjects about the variation in language. They
may seek to deny or hide the condition. However, evidence suggests that regional and neighborhood
differences in health persist even after adjusting for these socioeconomic and demographic factors Diez Roux
and Mair, ; Mair et al. Neighborhoods with residents who are mostly low-income or minorities may be less
able to advocate for resources and services. One example of how class affects language variation is evident in
the New York City study by Labov. In contrast with traditional environmental health approaches that focus
primarily on toxic substances in air, water, and soil, this more recent approach conceptualizes the environment
more broadly to encompass a range of human-made physical and social features that are affected by public
policy Frumkin,  At least one study of cross-national differences in social capital found that the United States
ranked at an intermediate level compared with other high-income countries in measures of interpersonal trust;
the study also found that the United States ranked higher than many other countries on indicators of
membership in organizations Schyns and Koop,  At each level, the relevant agent faces a challenge. What
changes in your household would you need to make in order to provide quality care for a family member
receiving home health care services? She had attached a crib mobile to the bed and replaced its objects with
photographs of family members and other keepsakes important to her mother. For example, cultures differ in
the degree to which pain, limitation in activity, or cognitive impairment is considered an appropriate cause for
medical intervention. The person with susto views the condition as a spiritual affliction triggered by negative
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social interaction, speaks of it this way, and as a result seeks treatment from a traditional healer rather than a
physician. One such flow diagram for decisions to adapt homes for advanced medical technology is shown in
Figure  For example, the school environments of children, adolescents, and college students can affect diet,
physical activity, and the use of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs Katz, ; Wechsler and Nelson,  Thus, families
and health professionals may start with completely different premises when they collaborate to ameliorate
disease or manage disability. Social and environmental factors may therefore influence biological outcomes
through their effects on gene expression. When localizing and translating content into a language, numerous
factors influence how the end message is perceived. A growing body of research suggests that expectations
regarding care differ across cultures Sommer et al. There is, however, consensus about the adverse health
implications of absolute material deprivation. In the United States, racial and ethnic groups that have
historically experienced discrimination, 8 including blacks, Native Americans, and Hispanics, may suffer ill
health effects from these experiences. In the cultural domain of home care, it would be valuable to conduct a
similar investigation.


