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What are the dimensions of Black girl joy that cannot be boxed into a smile or a grimace, but demonstrated in
a head tilt, lip smack, hand gesture, and more? We learned to pronounce, spell and memorize the names of
positions to be practiced for the day, but interpretative dance was our last session â€” a time of African drums
and other rhythms to move through improvisational playful moves. There is a great commercial that I love
because it truly shows the importance of STEAM in education and future careers. I started thinking about my
childhood and the many games I used to playâ€”Double Dutch, Red light, Green light, Marco Poloâ€”and how
it was hard for me to find narratives within the media that showcased Black girls being just that: girls. She
found further inspiration in Kyra D. Sarukkai is the best-known exponent of South Indian classical dance.
Black Girl: Linguistic Play will also move through a national tour. I remember spending hours in schools
learning how to write clearly, especially in cursive. And it really bugs me when no one seems to hold the door
for someone who is coming after them. I would like to see this modeled in schools across the country. What
are the unspoken languages within Black girl culture that are multi-dimensional and have been appropriated
and compartmentalized by others? Valuable subject areas such as the arts, have been brushed aside as they
tend to focus on benefitting the child as opposed to improving test scores. Erosion of Student-Centered
Learning: This brutal testing environment focused on command style teaching techniques, leaving little wiggle
room for educators to teach to the whole child. My first dance lessons involved visual cues and listening for
sound rhythms. We as artists know this, but it is important to have the support of the federal government in
our corner! The law will change the way teachers are evaluated and how the poorest performing schools are
pushed to improve. That I had to hold back and be silent? There is also a reference guide in the program and
online. I would like to see more time in school dedicated to improving our penmanship. I hope you are moved
to see an upcoming BlackGirlLP performance, listen to the music as well as read up for self-discovery and
your enjoyment. Many schools saw deep budget cuts with the singular focus on improving reading and math
test scores. But what are the things that celebrate us and uplift us, and are culturally specific? As I began to
create the work, I realized that I was exhausted by stereotypes and tropes because, as a Black female director, I
battle with them daily. Jay L. With that said, I agree, let us have a say in what works best for our children. The
album was adapted into a theater performance. There are solid musical vibes composed by electric bassist
Tracy Wormworth and pianist Scott Patterson. This has often times led to other subject areas having to justify
why they are core to the curriculum. These are life skills that will go a long way with our youth. This work is a
gift to myself and Black girls everywhere. Patty Murray, D-Wash. This instantly resonated and became
personal. More Funding for Arts Education: The creation of the Assistance for Arts Education maintains arts
education as a distinct funding stream. One other thing to note is the direct correlation of teacher evaluations
and jobs tied to student test scores. Lawrence K. What are your thoughts and responses to the passing of the
ESSA into law? Advertisement But she was hesitant to venture into what seemed like familiar territory.
Brown opens the work herself with a remarkable, rhythmically complex solo on a multilayered set of
platforms, suspended mirrors and a wall that appears decorated with graffiti. Tol E. This is a big win for public
education, parents, and most of all the students! For more information about Aileycamp, please visit their
website here! More time devoted to testing and test prep, equals less time devoted to other subject areas. This
reauthorization has been in the making for a long time too long in my opinion but has finally been achieved.
Not saying it would solve our problems with violence and bullying among our youth, but it can definitely be
of some help as it will allow children to be successful and well-rounded individuals. Who was I before the
world defined me?


