
A STAR ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE ESSAY

A good essay always begins with a good introduction â€“ here one English teacher shares her tips for helping GCSE
students to However, having marked my way through rounds and rounds of literature essays, I have since.

I felt the benefits for doing this were two-fold. Tip 6 â€” Read the mark scheme Unlike the mark schemes for
Maths and Science, which contain right or wrong answers, the marking criteria for English exams is a bit more
abstract. Aural â€” The use of videos, music or other recordings to allow information to sink in. You might be
tempted to go head-first into your answer because you want to secure the marks, but it pays to exercise
restraint and take the question more slowly. However there will be more emphasis and more resources
available for the harder subjects. As with the GCSE analysis, quantity does not trump quality. Firstly, if they
knew the phrasing and structure of an introduction before entering the exam room, their cognitive load would
be reduced during the exam itself. Staying relevant is vital when doing your English exams. Three sentences.
For extra marks, you can show how your points link to one another as well, showing that you have a more
complete picture of what you are writing about. This is reflected in the mark scheme, where clarity in writing
and how robust your argument is valued most. Tip 2 â€” Create a timetable It is important that every minute
leading up to your exam should be spent wisely and effectively. This difference is to be expected as only the
strongest candidates at GCSE, who tend to write more, will go on to take A level. January Summary In this
Data Byte we extend that research by investigating the same relationship, but in an A level English literature
exam. Further background to the work and details of the methods used to collect and analyse the data can be
found in: Benton, T. Especially considering its a new course resulting in a lot of uncertainty on how to get the
best grades. How much do I need to write to get top marks at A level? Below are some of the most essential
things that you SHOULD know before undergoing your revision: The examination board; The books to be
focusing on; Understanding how much each section is worth in percentage. Bookmark the permalink. This
entry was posted in Uncategorized , Resources. Be sure to factor in time for each section of the paper â€”
Shakespeare, 19th-century prose, modern texts, and poetry. A plan will also help you stick to the point of the
essay. For plays and novels, you should try to remember the key events which take place, as well as the main
characters and their personalities. The strength of the relationship is consistent with that in the GCSE data the
correlation between word count and marks is 0. There are examples of candidates achieving full marks with
fairly succinct answers, and of very long responses resulting in a low grade. For high-ability students, the
challenge of the new English literature GCSE is getting them to think beyond the confines of the text, while
also developing conceptualised, coherent, critical responses. On the following page, we have created a sample
timetable that you can fill out according to your GCSE English Literature exam. These were three sentences
that stood me in good stead throughout GCSE, A level, degree and postgraduate study. In the GCSE exam,
candidates wrote at around 13 words per minute on average, equating to roughly words per hour. Even the
teachers are unable to specifically help suggest what is right and wrong. This shows the examiner that you
understand how what you are writing relates to the overall topic. At the other end of the spectrum, one
candidate filled the entire length of their 11 page standard answer booklet, and four further extension booklets
each allowing four pages of writing but ended up being awarded grade E. The total word count was halved to
give the estimated word count per essay. For the story, try to reduce the book into the key events. These are:
Visual â€” This involves using visual aids such as note-taking and creative mapping of information, to commit
things to memory. And for my top set class, this was just not going to cut the band 6 mustard. The word
counts were collected by computer processing digital images of a sample of handwritten scripts. By reducing
the introduction to two critical sentences, my students were able to write a focused start to their essay, which
also provided a shape and a direction that they could follow for the rest of their analysis, helping them to
access the higher mark bands. You can use these as a guide to the text, or as arguments in your essays.
Probably the greatest resource in this pack, would be our sample practice exam papers responses which we
also provide in this pack. The best way to do this is to create a timetable for yourself and try to adhere to it as
much as possible. Outside of practising your spelling, grammar and handwriting, the best way to get better at
English essays is to write them. Make sure you read the books, plays or poems that you need to answer
questions on in the exam. Please feel free to email us at contactus gcsegurus.


